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A  CASK  OF  PAPULO-ULOEIIATIVK,  FOLMOUI.AR.  HYPHO- 
MYCKTIC  DISKASK  OF  THE  SKIN  AN 
UNDESCRIBED  DISEASE. 


0.  fl.,  11  IikI,  n<^cd  fiflrcii  years,  ii  mill-haii<l,  applied  at  the  Hithpital 
of  tlu!  University  Pennsylvania  for  the  relief  of  a  pateh  of  chroni- 
cally inilained,  papular  and  papnlo  ulcerative,  slij^iitly  crusted  lesions 
occupying  chielly  one  side  of  the  neck.  The  iliseaae  had  existed  three 
years.  Tha  lesions  C')mposinj5  tho  patch,  ho  stated,  underwent  change 
from  time  to  time,  nsually  terminating  in  the  course  c)f  several  months 
in  Hup(!rlicial  atrophy  of  the  skin  in  the  form  of  slight,  whitish,  pitted, 
irregularly  shaped  scars.     Itching  was  not  complained  of. 

Upon  inspi'ction  the  diseaxe  wa.s  found  to  he  peculiar,  and  a  |>ositive 
diagnosis  could  not  he  made.  The  patch  re.s<Mnl)le<l  a  mild  expression 
of  lupus  vulgaris  verrucosus  more  than  any  other  well-known  disease, 
and  the  indolence  and  slow  course  of  the  lesions  followe«l  hy  scarring 
helped  to  favor  this  view.  There  was  no  resemblance  t(»  acne,  acne- 
cludoid,  sycosis,  or  tinea  sycosis.  The  regions  invaded  were  the  sides  of 
the  neck  posteriorly,  mainly  the  right  Hi«le,  and  to  a  slight  extent  the 
flexor  surfaces  of  the  forearm.  The  pat<"h  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck 
(as  shown  in  the  photograph)  was  of  irregular,  rounded  form,  composed 
of  numerous  discrete  and  confluent,  firm,  irregularly  shajKjd,  dull-reddish, 
chronic  papular,  papulo-stpiamous, and  papulo-crustaceous  lesions.  They 
numifestly  representetl  different  stjigt^s  of  the  diseiise.  Where  several 
of  those  lesions  were  aggregated  or  confluent  small  palchej^  were  formed. 
There  were  some  discrete  outlying  k'sions.  In  several  localities  a  dis- 
tinct crescent ic  configuration  existe<l.  To  the  hand  the  tliseased  area 
felt  warty  and  rough,  owing  to  the  scales  and  little  crust-s  on  the  surface 
of  most  of  the  lesions.  Upon  removing  these,  and  they  existed  e.s|)e- 
cially  on  lesions  in  an  advance<l  stage,  small  follicular  ulcers  were  noted. 
The  follicular  involvement,  however,  was  not  obvious  to  the  unaided 
eye  in  all  the  lesions.  That  the  process  was  a  sui)erficially  destructive 
one  was  shown  not  only  by  the  slightly  crusted,  pit-like  excavations, 
but  also  by  the  presence  of  8Uj)erficial,  whitish,  acne-like  .scars,  which, 
U|M)n  the  healing  of  tho  little  ulcers,  were  left  l)ehind.  The.'»e  atrophic 
B\m\»,  varying  in  si/.o  from  a  |)in  head  to  a  small  j>ea,  were  numerous  and 
conspi('uous,  though  nowhere  were  they  deep.  The  central  portion  of  the 
main  patch  especially  showed  tht^se  superficial  scars.  It  was  evi<lent 
that  the  (lisease  was  extending  on  the  periphery,  but  not  regularly,  and 
that  the  central  portion  had  partially  cleared  away  with  scarring.  Hut 
tho  extension  was  in  no  sen.se  sharply  defined  or  marginate,  as  in  tinea 
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circiniita  ;  nor  was  there  anywhere  any  indication  of  a  (Tecipinj^  or  ser- 
piginous course.  It  was,  however,  suj^gcsted  that  the  (lirt(!aHe  niiglkt 
possibly  be  due  to  the  j^rowth  of  sotne  funj^iH,  perhaps  the  tricthophyton, 
for  one  of  us  (Dr.  Duhrinj;)  had  seen  a  somewhat  similar  rotnarkable 
case  many  years  In'fore,  occurring  on  the  hands,  wliich  examination 
showed  to  be  due  to  thi'  trichophyton. 


i"i<i.  1 


W  illi  the  aid  ol  cocaine  an;fsthesia  hisioiis  wrrc.  (!xciscd  from  the 
patches  upon  the  neck,  fixed  in  alcohol,  imluidded  in  parallin  and  (Mit 
an<l  mounted  serially.  S<-veral  legions  were  thus  examined,  and  thesame 
alterations  found  in  all.  The  rete  nnicosum  was  mark(Mlly  tiii(;kened, 
the  {)apillary  laver  was  infiltrated  with  small  round  v.vWh,  and  tlu^  papillio 
were  considerably  enlarged.  At  the  sides  of  the  papuh^s  tliis  (udarge- 
nient  was  chieHy  longitudinal,  but  in  the  centre  the  pa|)ill:e  were  both 
longer  and  broader  than  normal.  Sections  which  passed  through  the 
centre  of  the  lesions  showed  a  large  downward  prolongation  of  the  rete, 
which  containe<l  a  cavity  of  considerable  size,  o|>eniiig  upon  1\h\  surfac.^^ 
This  cavity,  which  occupied  the  sit«!  «)f  a  hair  tollicle,  containiMl  a  nuiss 
of  round  cells,  granular  detritus,  altered  epithelium,  and,  what  was  of 


Mvri  llmn  iit 


lip  1 


4 


I)U  H  K  I  N  C  ,    II  A  HT7.  K  I,  I, 


I )  I  S  K  A  H  K   OF  SKIN. 


most  interest,  a  coiiHi<l('ral)li'  (|uantity  oi'  inyccliuni  and  round  and  oval 
spores.  The  epitlu-liuni  lia<l  disappeared  at  the  i)i)tt<)in  of  th(^  (cavity  in 
some  sections,  and  the  inyeeliiini  had  hrokeii  through  into  tiie  eorium, 
growing  between  ita  fihres.  In  achlition  to  this  hirge  (lavity  there  were 
several  smaller  ones  which  did  not  comninnicate  with  the  siirl'ace,  hut 
also  contained  fungus,  together  with  granuhir  inatt<!r.  In  a  few  se<!tion8 
isolated  mycelial  threads  were  seen  growing  between  the  fibrous  elements 
of  the  corium  at  some  distance  from  ihv.  cavities  already  described. 
While  this  fungus  resembled  in  a  general  way  the  trichophylon  as  seen 
in  tinea  tonsurans  it  differed  from  it  markedly  in  si/,(;,  Ix^ing  two  or  three 
times  larger.  The  spores  were  about  j^^^n  iiu^h  in  diameter,  while  the 
mycelial  threads  were  from  ^  ^'^^  iiuth  to  o  ^'^  ,y  inch  in  thic^kness.  The 
mycelium  wju<  for  the  moHt  part  short,  in  a  few  instances  l>ran(;he(l  and 
jointed,  and  commonly  had  club-shaped  ends.  The;  spores  were  few  in 
number,  the  oval-shaped  ones  predominating.  In  sections  stained  with 
ha'matoxylon  and  eosin,  and  with  Biondi's  (luid,  the  fungus  el(Mnents 
were,  in  the  first  instance,  stained  a  bright  rose  red,  in  the  second,  a 
purplish-red,  in  marked  contrast  with  the  tissue  elements;  in  sections 
stained  with  alnm-cartnino  the  fungus  remained  unstained,  showing  as 
highly  refractile  threads  and  spores. 


